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West Tocol Bloomed, Fdal With Railroads

By Mary Jo McTammany
Publishedin The Clay County Line, December 1, 2004

Inmorethan acentury and ahdf of Clay County's history, whole settlementshave grown,
thrived and al but disappeared except for overgrown, crumbling ruinsor isolated mentionsin
yelowing government records.

West Tocoi wasoneof these places. When Clay County was carved from Duval in 1859,
homesteaderswere aready beginning to cluster on thewest bank of the St. JohnsRiver just
south of Green Cove Springs. Steamboat schedulescalled thelanding West Tocoi to distinguish
it from Tocoi onthe oppositeside of theriver.

First named by early American Indians, Tocoi meansshallow crossing” and waspart of a
network of tribal and gametrailsin usefor generationsbeforethe Spanish arrived. After the
Civil War, steamboats again began to ply theriver and life picked up in\West Tocoi.

It wasalmost at once abusy commercial landing with frequent steamship stopsto load
rough-sawn lumber, naval storesand seasonal crops. Asnewcomerssettled inland, larger and
larger numbersof cattle and hogsbegan to arrive at thedock for dispatch to markets. Thedock
was usualy cluttered with animal skins- from bear and panther to alligator - headed for Jack-
sonvilletanneries.

Onewoman, widowed when her husband waskilled in aboiler explosion at the West
Tocoi sawmill, supported her family by selling bucketsof water flowerstofloat, rootsanddl, in
Jacksonvillehotd fountains. A few curioustrave ers, mostly naturdistsand independently wed thy
would-be adventurers, visited but stayed only briefly at thetown'srough and primitiveboarding
houses.

Theninthelate 1800s, the Jacksonville, Tampaand Key West Railroad began laying track
and thefirst leg from Jacksonvilleto Palatkaswerved closeto the St. JohnsRiver toincludea
stop at West Tocoi. Operation commenced in March of 1884, and by the beginning of the
tourist season the next November, thetown was perfectly situated. Touristseager toavoid an
arduous and sometimes dangerous ocean voyageto reach Floridawereabletotravel by traindl
theway to West Tocoi, then board the new ferry and after ashort trip acrosstheriver arrive at
thetown'sgister city on the opposite shore.

Therethey boarded the St. JohnsRailroad for aharrowing tripin openrail carspulled
along thetrack by muleswith littleenthusiasm for the project. The brochuresmadethisjaunt
sound moreimpressvethanitwas, but it certainly gavetouristsastory totell whenthey returned
north.

INn 1982, the Flagler railroad to St. Augustine, east of theriver was completeand the St.
Johns Railroad closed in 1895. West Tocoi, like the rest of Clay County, began agradual
declineasfickleinvestorsand touristsflocked farther southin search of something new.

All that remainstoday are pilingsin theriver and deserted quartersbuilt for turpentine
workersinthe 1930s and '40s and often mistaken for abandoned motels.



: est Tocoi, on the St. Johns River South of Green Cove Springs, was a thriving
shipping point by rail for timber, turpentine and crops for more than three
decades. Photo provided by the Clay County Archives.

ugustme via the St. Johns Railroad. The steamboat sh 0 own. as a
eam" used to transfer the powerrfrom the steam engine to the
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THE RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. INC

Southeast Chapter
Meetingon April 12,2012

Themeseting of the Southeast Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society wascalledto order at 6:42 PM
at theAcostaConference Center in the CSX Building by Chairman Bill Howes.

Secretary’sreport: Minutesfrom the March 8, 2012 meeting were distributed and unanimously approved.

Treasurer’sReport: A corrected Treasurer’sreport for March 8, 2012 was submitted and explained. Two Thousand
Dollars ($2000.00) wastransferred out of the bank account for the purpose of investing The 2 year CD isduefor
renewal on 5/9/2012 and this money, combined with the af orementioned $2000.00 will bereinvestedinaCD for a
period of oneyear. The Treasurer’ sreport was distributed and approved unanimoudly.

Committee Reports.
Southeast L imited: Editor im Smith reported that the April edition had been distributed electronically.
Trip Committee: Tentative planswere madeto go to theannual Folkston gathering onApril 14, 2012.
Web Site: Cliff Vander Yacht reportsthat theApril issueisontheWeb site.

Old Business:

|.R.S.: Thereapplicationto restore our tax exempt status has begun.

ACL 1504: John Holmgren gaveareport on the current status of ACL 1504 whichisnot doing too well. Also
discussed wasthe proj ected budget and the rel uctance of the Convention Center to let any onework on thelocomoative.

New Business:
SateFiling: Chairman Bill Howesreportsthat hewill do the necessary paper work viacomputer to avoid the
Four Hundred Dollar (400.00) fineif not filed by May 1, 2012. The cost for thisis Sixty two Dollars (62.00).

Announcements.

April 12th: The 150th Anniversary of the Great L ocomotive Chase.
Next Southeast Chapter Meeting: Will beon May 10, 2012.
Businessmeeting adjourned at 7:38 PM.

Program:
Tonight’sProgram: 614 Encore
May's Program: Will beavideowhosetopicisAllegheny Rails
June'sProgram: Will beaDVD on Chineserailroads.

Respectfully submitted by Steve Vertescher, Secretary

A discerning young rail fan named Lyle
Insisted his railroads have style;
"The nicest of men
Prefer Miss Ellen N.,
She packs quite a lot in each mile!"
By Larry Brennan
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THE RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. INC
Southeast Chapter
Meeting on May 10, 2012

Themeeting of the Southeast Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society wascalledto order at 6.35PM at
theAcostaConference Center inthe CSX Building by Chairman Bill Howes.

Secretary’sreport: MinutesfromtheApril 12, 2012 meeting were distributed and unanimousdly approved.

Treasurer’sReport: TheTreasurer’sreport for May 2012 was submitted and explained. Two thousand ($2000.00) was
taken out of the bank account and added to therolling over of our maturing CD and therate of 1.4% for fifteen (15) months
wasobtained. The Treasurer’sreport was distributed and approved unanimoudly.

CommitteeReports:

Southeast Limited : Editor Jim Smith yet again requested articlesfor the Southeast Limited.

Trip Committee: The only memberswho attended the April 14th trainfest at Folkston were Jim Smith and
Chairman Bill Howeswho reported that agreat timewas had.

Web Site: Cliff Vander Yacht reportsthat thereisanew front page on the Web site.

Old Business:

|.R.S.: Thereapplication to restore our tax exempt statusiscontinuing.

ACL 1504: John Holmgren gave areport on the current status of ACL 1504. A grant has been applied for but a
catch 22 situation existswherethe money can not be granted if the equipment thefunding isto beused onisallowedto
further deteriorate asisthe case with the unsheltered 1504.

New Business:
SateFiling: Chairman Bill Howesreportsthat the required filing with the State has been completed prior to the
deadline dateof May 1, 2012 at acost of sixty-one dollarsand twenty-five cents ($61.25).

Next Southeast Chapter M eeting: Will beon June 14, 2012.

Businessmeeting adjourned at 7:08 PM.

Program:
Tonight’sProgram: Cod trains
June' sProgram: Will beavideo whosetopicisChinese Railroads

Respectfully submitted by Steve Vertescher, Secretary
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Three chapter members enjoyed the Folkston Funnel’'s annual Rail Watch held on April 14th. The Weather was
great and the camaraderie with other railfans was entertaining. CSX helped by providing lots of trains!
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