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Birmingham multimodal station

By Ralcon Wagner, TRAINS magazine Published: March 12, 2014
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The westbound Crescent stops at Birmingham. Photo by Ralcon Wagner

After yearsof negotiations, Birmingham has seen the ground-breaking ceremony for the city’snew
intermodal transportation hub. Thefacility will be served by rail, intercity bus, and local transit. It will
combinetheexisting Amtrak and Greyhound stations a ong with the Birmingham-Jefferson County Tran-
stAuthority’sCentra Station trangit hub.

The $30 million structure will be more than two blockslong and occupy the site of the former
Louisville& Nashville station, demolished in 2007; the current Amtrak station area; and the existing,
gold-domed Central Station transit center. 1t will belocated on MorrisAvenue between 16th and 19th
streets, wherethe ceremony washeld March 7.

Thisisagreat step for Birmingham and bringsvariousformsof transportation under oneroof. We
have seen thishappenin Greensboro, N.C.; Meridian, Miss.; and larger citiessuch asLosAngelesand
Washington, D.C.,” saysNational Association of Railroad Passengers Chairman Robert J. Stewart.
“Thesefacilitieshave proven to boost economic development.”

The current station hasbeenin useby Amtrak sincetheearly 1970s. Soon after passenger service
wastaken over by thenational carrierin 1971, it wasforced out of themodernformer L& N station and
relegated to theformer baggage room. Passengerswal ked down anarrow corridor to accessthe small
waiting roomfromthedtreet. Continued page 2



Ridership onthe Crescent hasrisenin recent years, resulting in passengerssitting on bagsor standing until traintime.
Although effortsto make the small waiting areamore pleasant with an occasional coat of paint and the addition of televi-
sonshashe ped, Amtrak’ ssubterranean stationin Birminghamisnot entirely user-friendly. Patronswith mobility challenges
haveto usean exposed freight elevator to accessthe platform on the upper level.

The newsthat construction hasfinally started ontheMultimodal Terminal, asit’sreferred tolocally, isavictory for

both Birmingham and Amtrak riders. When thefacility opensin mid-2015, it isexpected to beacatayst for growth and
redevelopment of the surrounding area.
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Access to the current Birmingham station is through this street-level entrance. Photo by Ralcon Wagner*

Passengers wait in the current Birmingham station. Photo by Ralcon Wagner
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Trains NewsWire EXCLUSIVE: Mechanical inspection complete on ACL
4-6-2 No. 1504

By Seve Glischinski, Published: March 11, 2014, TRAINS
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No. 1504 undergoes an inspection prior to its cosmetic restoration. Photo by Project Return to Glory

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —Contractor Diversified Rail Serviceshascompl eted an extensive mechanical ingpection of
Atlantic Coast Line4-6-2 No. 1504. Thelocomotive, owned by the city of Jacksonville and displayed at the PrimeF.
Osborn 11 Convention Center, will be cosmetically restored.

TheNorth FloridaChapter of the NRHS, working in conjunctionwith three other railroad history groupsin northern
Horida, iscoordinating effortsto rescue No. 1504 withits* Project Returnto Glory.” Thegrantswill fund the project’ sfirst
phase, which focuses on the engine' s appearance and stabilization.

Mark Frazier of M&M Consulting, project manager on Project Return to Glory, saystheinspection wasextensive.
“We opened up the smoke box, removed the val ve heads, went in thefirebox and cleaned it out, opened the steam dome,
and opened the section of jacketing abovethefirebox,” Frazier tellsTrains New Wire. There was also some * spot”
ultrasonic testing on the boiler to determineits condition. A quick visua inspection of thetender reved sit hasextensive
damage, someof it recelved when theenginewasin regular service.

“What wefoundisthelocomotiveisinvery good condition,” Frazier says. “Itisalow mileagelocomotive sincethe
last mg or shop work hasbeen done. Wefound that running gear work wasdoneat Waycross(Ga.), | believein 1949. We
saw axlesand pinsthat had been changed. Theboiler insdeisin very good condition. It had been fired up—it wasnot the
‘zeromiles’ locomotivewehad beentoldthat it was, but it isvery low mileage. Therunning gear looksrealy good —we
could not see any major problemswithit. Thevalveslook like they have new ringsin them, with no rust damage. The
smokebox has minor water entry damage down the stack. We also found that it hasaone-piece, welded steel, 7/16-inch
firebox that has been replaced in one pieceandisin very, very good shape.” Frazier saystheintenseinspection wasto
determinetheexact condition of the Pacific. “Wewent in with the attitude were going to find out the story and history of the
1504, and what we were ableto tell wasit’'sagood machine,” he says. “We did the inspection to find out what the
locomotivewas.” Thelast work onthelocomotive was conducted in 1989, when the asbestos boiler lagging wasremoved,
anew boiler jacket installed, and it wasrepainted. According the Frazier, CSX paid to havethe asbestosremoved. 1 can’t
give CSX enough praisefor how thislocomotive hasbeen taken care of in Jacksonville. It'sobviousthat they’ vetaken care
of it. Living herein Northeast Florida, CSX isagood corporate neighbor; they do an awful lot of good for the community,”
hesays. “What we cantell from thework that wasdonein 1989 until now isthat the deterioration hass owed substantially.
It appears any deterioration to this point happened whenit still had asbestos lagging onit. But they did re-jacket the
locomotive, sothat waskind of likehaving abuilding over it,” Frazier says.

Thisspring therestoration will proceed with repainting, installing new windows, and putting anew locking roller door
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ontheback of the cab to secureit. Frazier saysDiversified Rail Servicesneedsoneweek wherethe Convention Center
doesnot havemgor eventssoit can set upinthe parking lot and do the painting. Thetender will get patchesover any holes
init, thejacketing will berepaired, and new ACL lettering applied. Thedisplay will also belighted with high efficiency
LEDs. The headlight and marker lightswill beilluminated at night aswell. Frazier saysthe group hopesto havethe
cosmetic work doneby May 1.

Thelocomotiveistherecipient of TrainsMagazine's 2013 Preservation Award of $10,000, which CSX Corp. then
matched for the cosmetic restoration. Thismarked thefirst timeaClass| railroad has partnered with the magazineto match
theaward. TheNationa Railway Historical Society previoudy named No. 1504 to alist of the nation’smost endangered
raillroad landmarks. Donations for the project can be mailed to North Florida Chapter — NRHS, P. O. Box 16493,
Jacksonville, FL 32245-6493.

Sympathy Notices- Editor, Jim Smith

Itiswith sorrow that | announcethelossof two long time members of the Southeast Chapter of the R& LHS.

On January 10th, ImWilk, age 69, of Macclenny, FL passed away. Jim and hisbrother, John,, were co-ownersand
operators of thefamily business, the Wilk Forwarding Company. Heloved trains, was an avid model railroader and
collected railroad books and memorabilia, including original train paintings by thelate Ted Rose. Heloved going to
Colorado and riding on the narrow gaugetrains. | had the privilege of riding with Jim on aprivate caboosetrip on the
Cumbres& Toltec Scenic Railroad. Jim also helped our chapter publish areprint of R& L HS Bulletinsnumber 86 and 88
whichtold” The Story of the FloridaRailroads’. Jmaso arranged specia financing for the printing of the books.

Athis”Celebration of Life” apoem wasgiven to everyone along with aphoto of Jim. A portion of the poem (no
author noted) isprinted bel ow:

“Heaven'strain hascome*acdlin’

The conductor tellsme*“timeto go”

Thetrain whistlesafluted sound and up eternity’strack we'll go
I’vefound my seat now onthetrain

My ticket’s punched and handed back

After searchin’ my heart andfacel find it reads:

“First Classto Heaven by Christ’satoning Grace’.

Another long timemember was Ed Mueller, age 90, of Jacksonville, who passed away onApril 11th. Ed worked for
the Highway Research Board in Washington DC and the Department of Transportation in Tallahassee. In 1970 he
becamethefirst Florida Secretary of Trangportation. Ed servedinthe Navy from 1943-1945 and the Nava Reservesfor
20years. When heretired from the Navy hewasal ieutenant Commander.

Ed had many interestsand hobbies, but hisrea lovewas history, particularly about steamboatsand trains. He has
written several booksand produced many DV Dson both subjectsthrough our chapter. Ed awaysenjoyed attending the
varioustrain showswhere he sold books, DV Dsand just chatting with friends.

Both Jim and Ed will bemissed...

HELP WANTED

The Southeast Limited newd etter is seeking anew editor. Jim and Cliff have worked on publishing the SEL for
many yearsand arewilling to assist the new editor during thelearning process. Thejob involves securing material for the
newsd etter, atechnical background to set up and print the material, and then send it to our membersviaboth theinternet
and Pogt Office plusupdating the our website. Thisposition (which can be done by one person) isopen to al membersof
the Southeast Chapter. If you areinterested, please contact Jim at: annwoore@yahoo.com.

Announcements:
June5-8, R& L HS Convention, Ely, Nevada, home of the NevadaNorthern Railway.
June 12th, regular Southeast Chapter meeting date.
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